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[bookmark: _GoBack]The thesis deals with the following points:
1- An introduction about  a historical and cultural panorama of the Arab American society; chronicling the waves of Arab immigration to America; examining the circumstances in the Arab world and the American one that brought about the identity crisis of the Arab Americans.
2- Analyzing the second-generation Arab American women characters in Abu-Jaber's Crescent and Arabian Jazz in the light of Herbert Gans' theory "symbolic ethnicity" and Edward Said's "Orientalism".
3- Analyzing the characters of the Arab exiles and Arab immigrants of first generation in Abu-Jaber's Crescent and Arabian Jazz in the light of Benedict Anderson's theory of "Imagined Community", the cases of exile as defined by Edward Said, and "Orientalism".
4- Discussing the narrative techniques and devices in Abu-Jaber's Crescent and Arabian Jazz. These devices integrate with the themes of both novels and deliver Abu-Jaber's message.
Results of the study:
After the critical reading of Diana Abu-Jaber's novels Crescent and Arabian Jazz, one can recognize the following results:

(1) the dilemma of the Arab American identity that distinguishes them from other ethnic groups in America lies in four paradoxes that complicate the identification of this ethnic community: diversity in origin; undetermined racial profiling—white or non-white; Arab Americans are racialized on basis of religion rather than biology; the intersection between religious forms of identity that Arab immigrants bring to the US and racial forms of identity that structure US society.
(2) after examining the identity construction and reconstruction of the second-generation Arab American female characters in both novels of the study, the researcher proved that the Arab identity of these females is deculturalized and came to be premised only on assuming some superficial aspects of the Arab culture which wouldn't burden them any social or political costs in the American mainstream society that is moving gradually closer to a homogeneous culture to bring back the notorious idea of the "melting pot."
(3) The image of old home is found in the imagination of the characters and materializes through some cultural practices: cooking food, telling stories, playing music, etc… thus old home materializes for Arab exiles symbolically through these social and cultural practices with jettisoning real aspects of the Arab culture that would bring them the hatred of the American society. Imagined homes in this way are deculturalized and emptied from the essential aspects of Arab culture to adapt to the hostland.
(4) Abu-Jaber excelled in employing technical aspects of her novels to serve delivering her themes and perspective of the dilemma of the Arab diaspora. The researcher believes that Abu-Jaber has internalized into the American orientalist discourse that includes a set of stereotypes relegating Arabs to an uncivilized race.
	


